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Available Sites and Capacity Assessment 
The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element must demonstrate the City’s ability to accommodate the RHNA 
either through production or the availability of properly zoned land that can accommodate additional growth. 
If adequate sites cannot be identified within the existing zoning, the City is required to rezone sites that can 
accommodate the remaining need at a minimum density of 20 dwelling units per acre, which is the default 
density set by HCD. The City is not required to build residential units in order to meet its RHNA allocation, 
only to identify potential sites and create the framework to allow the market the opportunity to develop these 
units. The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element Update will explore opportunities to accommodate the 
RHNA through current production, entitled units, or the availability of properly zoned land that can 
accommodate additional growth. The proposed 2021-2029 Housing Element Update will further identify 
and address potential and actual governmental and non-governmental constraints on the development of 
housing for all income levels. 
 
AB 52 and SB 18 Consultation 
The City will undertake consultation with California Native American tribes concerning this Project, in 
fulfillment of the requirements of AB 52 and SB 18 as implemented in the California Government Code and 
Public Resources Code. This letter invites consultation under AB 52 and SB 18, and addressees have 30 
days from the date of receipt to initiate consultation.  
 
AB 52 and PRC §21080.3.1 establish a formal consultation process for California Native American tribes 
regarding tribal cultural resources. Tribal cultural resources are defined as “sites, features, places, cultural 
landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a California Native American tribe.” The 
consultation process must be completed before a CEQA document can be certified. AB 52 requires that 
lead agencies “begin consultation with a California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.” California Native American tribes to be included 
in the process are those that have requested notice of projects proposed within the jurisdiction of the Lead 
Agency (i.e., the City). California Government Code §65352.3, adopted pursuant to the requirements of 
SB 18, requires local governments to contact, refer plans to, and consult with California Native American 
tribes prior to making a decision to adopt or amend a general or specific plan, or to designate open space 
that includes Native American Cultural Places.  
 
Within 30 days of receiving the tribe’s request for consultation, the City will begin the consultation process. 
This may include a discussion regarding the scope of environmental review necessary for the proposed 
Project, the significance of tribal cultural resources in the Project area, the significance of potential impacts 
on tribal cultural resources that might result from the Project, and, if necessary, alternatives or appropriate 
measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe may recommend.  The consultation does not limit the 
ability of the tribe to submit information to the City regarding the significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
the significance of potential impacts on a tribal cultural resources, or about any measures the tribe feels 
are appropriate to mitigate impacts. Transmitting confidential information, such as the specific location of a 
tribal cultural resource, is not recommended. In such instances, please notify the City via formal letter, in 
person, or over the phone. If you wish to informally submit information, written comments may be sent to: 

Rachel Kwok, Environmental Planner 
City Planning, City of Santa Monica 

1685 Main Street, Room 212 
Santa Monica, CA 90407  

E-mail: rachel.kwok@smgov.net 
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